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BEST OF PREPS HONORS AREA ATHLETES
The most unconventional year
of high school athletics came to a
close in June.
Athletes wore masks while
competing for most of the year,
crowds were limited to as few as
25 people for indoor events and
all the seasons were cut short.
Two sports, men’s and women’s
indoor track and field, were
eliminated all-together.
Through all the trials that the
2020-21 school year faced, all
sports had state champions
crowned and seniors honored for
their final lap of high school.
With the end of the school
year comes the tradition of
the Best of Preps awards, an
annual celebration of the top
student-athletes by the Mount
Airy Regional Media Group of
Adams Publishing. Athletes are
nominated from a five-county
region covered by the group’s
newspapers: Surry, Stokes, Elkin,
Yadkin and Carroll, Va.
The awards are sponsored
by local businesses and by the
newspapers themselves. The
sports staff of the Mount Airy
News, Elkin Tribune, Yadkin
Ripple, Stokes News and Carroll
News select the winners from
a pool of nominations, based
on a consensus of who the top
performers, both on and off the
field, were during the school year.
Normally, the athletes and
coaches honored with the awards
are recognized at the annual Best
of Preps awards banquet held in
Mount Airy. This year, however,
the honors and celebration were a
little muted, given the widespread
shutdowns and social distancing
policies resulting from the spread
of COVID-19. The awards had
to be delivered on an individual

basis to the award winners.
Each award winner received
a plaque recognizing their
achievement, with the Comeback
Athlete, Community Service
Award, Extra Mile Coaches and
Male and Female athletes of the
year also receiving a trophy.
The Premier Athlete of the Year
Award, sponsored by Tri-County
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
(Hugh Chatham), goes to the best
all-around student-athlete in the
region, taking into account both
performance in sports, community
service, sportsmanship and
academic achievement.
This year, the award goes to
West Stokes’ Cameron Knox.
Knox is a four-sport varsity athlete
that also volunteered heavily
in his community, was active in
multiple school organizations and
attended mission trips for King
First Baptist Youth.
The Male and Female Athlete of
the Year awards, also sponsored
by Tri-County Orthopedics &
Sports Medicine (Hugh Chatham),
went to Tye Needham of East
Surry High School and Mia
McMillen of Surry Central High
School.
Needham is a three-sport
athlete in basketball, football
and track and field. Needham
captured two team conference
championships, three conference
championships in individual track
and field events, a regional team
championship and a team state
runner-up finish.
McMillen found success in
volleyball, basketball and track
and field. She was named
Conference Athlete of the Year
in track while helping the team
to win a conference and regional
championship. She also led both

the volleyball and basketball
teams to winning seasons.
The Extra Mile Women’s Coach
Award, sponsored by West Ridge
Insurance, went to East Surry’s
JoAnn Sutterby. Sutterby fought
against the COVID-19 virus as a
registered nurse on the Pediatric
Oncology unit of N.C. Baptist
Hospital. Off the clock, Sutterby
played a big part in making sure
athletics could take place at East
Surry during the pandemic.
The Extra Mile Men’s Coach
Award, sponsored by Stokes
Economic Development, went
to West Stokes’ Jordan Stevens.
Stevens coached both the
volleyball and softball teams to
conference championships while
also volunteering in multiple
organizations in his community
and coaching travel teams in both
sports.
The Female Comeback Player
of the Year award, sponsored
by Stanley Home Center, went
to Carlee Jones of Surry Central
High School. Jones made her
return to the softball field after
missing most of her first two years
of high school to multiple knee
injuries. In her first full season,
Jones received All-Conference
honors and led the Lady Eagles to
a second-place conference finish.
Holden Poindexter, of Mount
Airy High, won the Male
Comeback Player of the Year
award, sponsored by Choice
Physical Therapy. Poindexter led
Mount Airy to a 12-1 record with
more than 3,000 yards passing
as a sophomore, but missed his
junior season due to a lower back
injury. He returned for his senior
season in 2021 to become Mount
Airy’s all-time leading passer while
being named Co-Offensive Player

of the Year.
Carroll County’s Zach McKenzie
was named the recipient of the
Male Community Service Award,
sponsored by West Stuart Dental
Arts. The third-generation Eagle
Scout and current member of the
U.S. Army Reserve spent the little
free time he had running track and
volunteering in his community.
The Female Community Service
Award, sponsored by Stokes
County Economic Development,
went to North Stokes’ Madey
Briggs. In addition to receiving
All-Conference honors in
basketball, cross country and
track, Briggs volunteered with
Lifebrite Hospital, in animal clinics,
was active in the Perry Initiative
Program
Other award winners this year
and the sport in which they
earned Athlete of the Year honors
include:
Ty Montgomery (Football), Elkin
Lopez (Men’s Soccer), Gabriel
Barker (Lacrosse), Darius Walker
(Cheerleading), Nate Warden
(Men’s Cross Country), Bianca
Gonzalez (Women’s Cross
Country), Peyton Compton (Men’s
Basketball), Makayla Rogers
(Women’s Outdoor Track), Tara
Martin (Women’s Tennis), Kara
Bryant (Women’s Swimming),
Bradley Davis (Men’s Golf),
Folger Boaz (Baseball); William
Mayfield (Men’s Outdoor Track),
Evan O’Leary (Women’s Soccer),
Nate Hundley (Band), Jackson
Nester (Men’s Swimming), Jaden
Tuttle (Volleyball), Emma Santoro
(Women’s Basketball), Kirstyn
Page (Women’s Golf), Patrick Soos
(Men’s Tennis), Kaylee Hobgood
(Softball), Reece Hagwood
(Shooting) and Jeremiah Price
(Wrestling).

Sponsored by: TRI-COUNTY ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE (HUGH CHATHAM)

WHY HE WON:

Premier Athlete

CAMERON KNOX
Cameron Knox is one of the
most decorated athletes in the
22 year history of West Stokes.
He is a four-sport varsity athlete
and not only earned his letters in
basketball, track and field, cross
country, and soccer, but he has
collected multiple post season
honors in each sport as well.
While playing soccer this year,
Knox ran cross country and played
basketball simultaneously due
to many sports being moved
around by the NCHSAA due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Not only
did he earn All-County in each
sport, he was named WPAC AllConference in soccer and cross
country, and honorable mention in
basketball.
He ran his way in to his fourth

West Stokes’ Cameron Knox is the recipient of
the 2021 Premier Athlete Award.

Cameron Knox played varsity basketball for
the Wildcats and was selected as WPAC
All-Conference Honorable Mention and AllCounty.

Fellowship of Christian Students,
Principal Advisory Council,
Student Government Association,
and the Interact Club.
In his “spare time” he volunteers
with King First Baptist Youth, was
president and on the advisory
council for King First Baptist
Youth, attended mission trips
in Honduras, Philadelphia, Red
Springs, and Shelby. He helped
build wheelchair ramps in King,
helped clean the parks, worked
with underprivileged kids, and
did yard work and landscaping
for elderly shut-ins. Knox led and
volunteered at local Vacation Bible
Schools and shared his testimony
to multiple youth groups. He
frequently went Priddy Manor and
Village Care and visited and sang

Cameron Knox was a three year starter on
the pitch making All-Conference and AllCounty each season.

WEST STOKES

with the residents. The studentathlete volunteered at the King
Outreach Ministry food back,
Mission Blitz, Operation Christmas
Child, and Food Roundup Food
Drive, served meals to community
during the quarantine, worked
with youth soccer, and provided
water/snacks for outreach YMCA
soccer.
Knox also spent his time helping
raising money for several needy
causes by running multiple 5K’s
which included: Community for
a Cause Monster Mash 5k, Rosy
Cheeks 5k, Feed Stokes 5k, Beat
the Heat 5k, Mad Dash 5k, and
Cannonball 5k.
Know will attend Anderson
University in the fall to play soccer
and will major in nursing.

Cameron Knox ran cross country and track for four years and
earned All-Conference and All-County each year.
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Robert Money | The Stokes News

Midwest 2A Cross Country
Regionals and helped the
Wildcats to the NCHSAA 2A State
Championships as a team in 201819. He broke his personal best
time this past season by running
17:53.71 at the WPAC Conference
meet at Fisher River Park in
Dobson.
Knox was the only experienced
basketball player coming back
from last year’s team that
finished 25-5 and won the WPAC
Regular Season and Conference
Tournament Championships. He
helped mentor a very young team
to a 7-7 record in the team’s first
season under coach Rhett Bonner.
The athlete was a Junior
Marshall and is a member of
the National Honor Society,

Sponsored by: TRI-COUNTY ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE (HUGH CHATHAM)

WHY HE WON:

Male Athlete of the Year
TYE NEEDHAM
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Tye Needham was a threesport athlete that helped East
Surry secure two conference
championships, one regional
championship and a state
runner-up trophy. He was
named East Surry’s 2021 Male
Student-Athlete of the Year
for his success in basketball,
football and track and field.
Needham helped the East
Surry football team win the
Northwest 1A Conference
Championship for the secondstraight season and the West

Regional Championship for a
third-straight season in 2021.
The Cardinals finished the
season as State Runner-up.
Named All-Conference for the
second time, Needham led the
1A division with six interceptions.
He also tied for the most pick6s in the conference and was
second in both pass deflections
and interception yards. He
also recorded 37 total tackles
and 3.0 tackles for a loss. On
offense, Needham hauled in
20 receptions for 313 yards

receiving and three touchdowns
while also converting two
2-point conversions.
In track, Needham led
the Cardinals to the NW1A
Conference Championship. He
was the points leader for the
team in the championship meet
by winning three gold medals.
He won individual gold in the
high jump, and two gold medals
in the 4x100- and 4x200-meter
relays with teammates Layton
Allen, Kyle Zinn and Tristan
Harless. Needham qualified for

East Surry’s Tye Needham is the recipient of the 2021 Best of
Preps Male Athlete of the Year award.
Tye Needham runs in the open field after making a reception.

EAST SURRY

the Regional Championship, but
wasn’t available to compete.
Just using his mark/times from
the conference championship,
Needham would’ve qualified for
the state championship meet in
all three events.
In basketball, Needham led
the team in average assists,
rebounds, steals and 3-point
percentage, while coming in
second for points and blocks.
He was also the only Cardinal
player to record a doubledouble all season.

East Surry’s Tye Needham fields a kickoff in a playoff
game.

Sponsored by: TRI-COUNTY ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE (HUGH CHATHAM)

Female Athlete of the Year

WHY SHE WON:

MIA MCMILLEN

Surry Central’s Mia McMillen
did it all during her junior year.
The three-sport athlete was a
team leader and All-Conference
selection in volleyball,
basketball and track and field.
McMillen had the most
success in track where she
helped the Lady Eagles win
both the Western Piedmont
2A Athletic Conference
Championship and the

2A Midwest Regional
Championship. She was named
WPAC Female Athlete of the
Year by winning four gold
medals at the conference
championship, won three
regional championships
and finished in the top six of
three events at the 2A State
Championship Meet. This was
headlined by a second-place
finish in the 300-meter hurdles.

Western Piedmont 2A Conference Female Athlete of the Year Mia
McMillen blows away competition in the 300-meter hurdles.

16 of the state playoffs before
falling to the West Regional
Runner-up.
The Lady Eagles basketball
team finished 7-5 and fourth in
the WPAC standings. McMillen
led the team in scoring, assists,
steals, blocks and was second
in rebounding. Her 5.3 steals
per game were fourth in the
entire 2A division and tied for
16th in the state overall.

Mia McMillen shoots a floater against North Surry.

SURRY CENTRAL
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Surry Central’s Mia McMillen is the recipient of the
2021 Best of Preps Wrestling Athlete of the Year
award.

McMillen holds the Surry County
outdoor track and field school
records for the 300-meter
hurdles, 100-meter dash,
200-meter dash and long jump.
McMillen was the leading
attacker for a volleyball team
that finished second in the
WPAC. She was 11th in the 2A
division in kills, 12th in total
attacks and 16th in kills per set.
The Eagles reached the Sweet

Sponsored by: WEST STUART DENTAL ARTS

WHY HE WON:

Community Service Award Male
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ZACH MCKENZIE

Zach McKenzie, a 2021 graduate
of Carroll County High School,
continues to make his county and
country a better place to live, even
after his graduation. McKenzie
recently became a third generation
Eagle Scout, and he also plans to
carry on a family tradition of working
for the Virginia State Police. On
August 6, McKenzie completed his
basic training for the U.S. Army in
Lawton, Oklahoma.
A track athlete at Carroll, McKenzie
stayed busy on and off the track.
Volunteering much of his time to the
Carroll County JROTC program and
Boy Scouts of America, McKenzie
has honored veterans with JROTC
by visiting them at nursing homes.
He’s also volunteered with Relay
for Life, picked up trash off the side
of roads, delivered food boxes to
people who may not be able to
afford them during Christmas time, in
addition to general lawn care at area
churches.
McKenzie represented his Scouting
Council at a national convention for
Scouting’s Honor Society. He was
sworn into the U.S. Army Reserves
on January 20 and plans to attend
UVa-Wise this fall to pursue a
Bachelor’s Degree in History with a
teacher licensure. After graduating,
he plans to become a Virginia State
Trooper.

Zach McKenzie (middle) graduated from basic training with the U.S. Army on Friday. Here, he is pictured with his father, Randy (left) and grandfather
Grover McKenzie, a retired Virginia State Police Trooper. Zach is a also a third-generation Eagle Scout.

CARROLL COUNTY

Sponsored by: STOKES COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WHY HE WON:

Band Best of Preps Award
NATE HUNDLEY

West Stokes’ senior Nate
Hundley finished his band year
as the first chair trumpet in the
school’s Wind Ensemble. He
has held different leadership
positions like Trumpet Section

Leader, High Brass Section
Leader, and Brass Captain.
He is participating in the
Crossmen Drum & Bugle
Corps which performs on
an international level under

Nate Hundley plays during a parade.

WEST STOKES

successful and never asks for
any recognition.
Hundley plans on going
to the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro and
study Music Performance.

Courtesy Photos | For The Stokes News
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West Stokes’ Nate Hundley is the recipient of the 2021 Best
of Prep Band Award winner of the year.

Drum Corps International.
According to his band teacher,
Lorena Schakel, he has
always worked very hard in
the Wildcats’ band program
to help others around him be

Sponsored by: STANLEY HOME CENTER

WHY SHE WON:

Comeback Player of the Year Female
CARLEE JONES
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Surry Central’s Carlee Jones
made her full-time return to
the softball field in 2021 after
being plagued with injuries the
past two years. Jones missed
most of her freshman and
sophomore seasons dealing
with complications from knee
injuries. She was on the JV

volleyball team two years, the
varsity volleyball team one
year, the JV softball team one
year and the varsity softball
team the past two but was
never fully healthy until this
year. She also competed in
travel softball, but was limited
due to her injuries. Jones

Surry Central’s Carlee Jones is the recipient of the 2021 Best of
Preps Female Comeback Athlete of the Year award.

made her comeback as a
junior and helped the Lady
Eagles secure second place in
a top-heavy Western Piedmont
2A Athletic Conference, while
also earning All-Conference
Honors. Jones had a
.909 fielding percentage,
completing 10 put-outs on 11

total chances. At the plate,
Jones finished the season
with a .398 batting average,
had 11 hits, 8 RBI and scored
10 runs. She also made five
pitching appearances, threw
12 strikeouts in 7.2 innings, had
a .993 ERA and gave up just
one run.

Carlee Jones came back from multiple knee injuries to be named an All-Conference player in 2021.

SURRY CENTRAL

– Quality –

Robert Money | The Stokes News

Madey Briggs was a three-year starter on the Vikings’ basketball team. She will play for Guilford College this winter.

– Experience –

– Detail –

305 E Atkins Street, Dobson, NC 27017
troy@stanleyhomecenter.com
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Time-tested reputation of excellence in
quality home building for over 39 years.
(336) 386-9055
70049523

Carlee Jones waits on second base in a game against North Surry.

Sponsored by: CHOICE PHYSICAL THERAPY

WHY HE WON:

Comeback Player of the Year Male
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HOLDEN POINDEXTER
Holden Poindexter had to wait
27 agonizing months before
he could make his return to the
football field. He was named the
starting varsity quarterback at
Mount Airy as a sophomore in
2018. The 15-year-old shattered
all expectations tossing 40
passing touchdowns, which
led the state’s 1A division,
and threw for 3,195 yards, the
second-most in the division. His
sensational sophomore season,
which earned Poindexter AllConference honors, helped the
Bears to 12-straight wins before
falling to the eventual state
runner-up. Poindexter attended
camps at schools such as Wake
Forest and Eastern Kentucky
University, UNC-Chapel Hill, N.C.
State, Elon and Mars Hill prior to
his junior season.
However, a herniated disk in
his lower spine eventually cost
Poindexter his junior season.
Surgery kept him out of action
for the entire 2019 season,
then the COVID-19 pandemic
postponed his senior season
to the spring of 2021. When
the season finally arrived,
Poindexter completed 61
passes for 1,063 yards and 11
touchdowns in seven games.
He graduates as Mount Airy’s

Mount Airy’s Holden Poindexter is the recipient
of the 2021 Best of Preps Male Comeback Athlete
of the Year award.

all-time leading passer with
4,198 yards and 51 passing
touchdowns. Poindexter was
also named Northwest 1A
Conference Co-Offensive Player
of the Year for the 2021 season.
He will continue his football
career at Greensboro College.

Mount Airy’s Holden Poindexter was named Northwest 1A Conference Co-Offensive Player of the Year
for the 2021 season.

MOUNT AIRY

Your Best Choice for:
• Low back pain/sciatica/
herniated discs/neck pain
• Hip/knee/joint/sports injuries
Holden Poindexter chats with Mount Airy assistant coach Logan Holder in a game against South Stokes.

• Post surgical rehabilitation
• Neurological disorders
• Work related injuries
• Vestibular Rehabilitation
• Occupational Therapy

336-783-9400

70050292

Bradley Davis was East Surry’s top golfer at the 1A State Championship in which the Cardinals
finished second in the state.

2021 BEST OF PREPS | A11

847 Westlake Dr. • Mount Airy, NC 27030

Sponsored by: WEST RIDGE INSURANCE

WHY SHE WON:

Extra Mile Women’s Coach
JOANN SUTTERBY

A12 | 2021 BEST OF PREPS

JoAnn Sutterby was one of
the reasons East Surry High
School was able to take part
in education-based athletics
in the 2020-21. In addition
to serving as an assistant
soccer coach for the Lady
Cardinals, Sutterby also acts
as one of the school’s athletic
trainers. She spent much of

the summer and fall of 2020
making sure the school was
prepared for sports to take
place during the COVID-19
pandemic. Sutterby did a
little bit of everything for East
Surry, whether it was taking
temperatures, administering
COVID questionaires to
athletes and eventually

East Surry’s JoAnn Sutterby is the recipient of the 2021 Extra Mile Women’s
Coach of the Year award.

spectators at sporting events,
sanitizing equipment and much
more. She did a lot of behindthe-scenes work to ensure
the student-athletes could
participate, and this was done
in addition to her normal roles
as an athletic trainer.
Sutterby’s healthcare duties
didn’t stop when she left East

Surry. She also worked through
the pandemic as a registered
nurse on the Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology
Inpatient Unit at N.C. Baptist
Hospital in Winston-Salem. She
often attended practices and
games directly before or after
working shifts up to 12 hours at
the hospital.

JoAnn Sutterby celebrates as the clock runs down to zero during the 2019 1AA State Football Championship.

EAST SURRY

Congratulations
to East Surry’s
JoAnn Sutterby
the 2021
Extra Mile
Women’s Coach
of the Year

Friends Helping

Neighbors

Locally owned and operated, West Ridge Insurance Agency is the team you can trust
with all of your insurance needs.

Agent

Agent

106-C South Depot Street • Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
www.westridgeinsurance.com

(336) 368-3347
70051772
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Sandra Matthews and Justin Caudle are confident they can help you get insured in any of these areas:
• Auto/Home Insurance
• Motorcycle/Moped
Don’t wait until it’s too late.
• General Liability
Let the team at West Ridge
• Life Insurance
Insurance Agency get your life
• Commercial Insurance
covered, today.
• Boat Insurance
Justin
Sandra
• Health Insurance
Caudle
Matthews

Sponsored by: STOKES COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WHY HE WON:

Extra Mile Men’s Coach

JORDAN STEVENS
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West Stokes’ volleyball and
softball coach Jordan Stevens
goes beyond the class room to
help his students and players
grow as adults and athletes.
He has taught in Stokes
County for eight years and
coached for an additional 13.
Stevens coached both of
his teams this past school
year to WPAC Conference
Championships and was

named WPAC Coach of the
Year for each sport.
He has received many
honors and awards as a
coach over the years. Stevens
was assistant coach when
North Stokes won its 2011
state championship, earned
Softball Coach of the Year in
2013, 2017, 2018, and 2021,
Volleyball Coach of the Year in
2013 and 2020. Stevens was

West Stokes’ volleyball and softball coach Jordan Stevens is the recipient of
the 2021 Best of Prep Extra Mile Men’s Coach Award winner.

also the pitching coach for the
Carolina Cardinals Chandler
18U team that won National
Championships in 2016, 2017,
and 2018.
Through his coaching and
teaching career, Stevens
has volunteered with many
organizations. He coached at
Walnut Cove Little League for
two years, coached Piedmont
Gator Fast Pitch 12U and North

Carolina Vipers Fast Pitch 14U
travel ball teams for one year
each, has been with Champion
Volleyball Club since 2011
coaching 14 and 15U teams.
Stevens was an assisted
coach for Carolina Cardinals
organization from 2013 to July
of 2020. He currently helps
coach Team North Carolina
Bowman and Twin City
Volleyball Academy.

Photos by Robert Money | The Stokes News

Jordan Stevens congratulates Natalie Jones on hitting a homerun. Jordan Stevens watches his volleyball team
Stevens was named the WPAC Coach of the Year in volleyball and softball. warmup.

WEST STOKES

Sponsored by: T-C SPORTS & REHAB

WHY HE WON:

Men’s Cross Country Athlete of the Year
NATE WARDEN

Nate Warden will be going
to Guilford for Track/Cross
Country. Warden placed sixth
in Western Regionals and
was named All Conference
for the 2021 season. He took
fourth place in the WPAC
championship and qualified
for 2021 State Championship
where he finished No. 34 of 100
competitors with a 5000-meter
time of 17:50.99, the highest
finish of any local male runner.

Last week, Forbush athlete Nate Warden signed his National Letter of Intent to run cross country and participate as a track and field athlete at Guilford
College. Warden was joined at the signing by, front row from left, Johnny Warden, Nate Warden, and Angela Warden. Back row, coach Nathan Handy,
Lawrence Warden, Forbush Principal Denny Key, coach Stephanie Beuter, and Athletic Director Matt Pruitt.

Surry Central’s Hector Morales, left, takes a slight lead against Forbush’s Nate Warden near the end of Tuesday’s race.

FORBUSH
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Forbush High School student Nate Warden is
named Best of Preps winner for Men’s Cross
Country.

Sponsored by: PRICE POWER EQUIPMENT

WHY HE WON:

Wrestling Athlete of the Year
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JEREMIAH PRICE

Surry Central sophomore
Jeremiah Price bulldozed his
competition in 2021 to win his
second NCHSAA 1A Wrestling
State Championship. He set
incredibly high expectations
with his historic freshman
season; Price set the Surry
Central and Surry County
records for single-season
wins with 56 on the way
to his first state title. As a
sophomore, Price finished
20-0 to win the 145-pound
2A State Championship for a
second time, becoming just the
fourth Surry County wrestler
to win multiple individual state
titles. In addition to winning
his second Western Piedmont
2A Athletic Conference
145-pound Championship, 2A
Midwest Regional 145-pound
Championship and 2A State
145-pound Championship, Price
was named WPAC Wrestler
of the for helping the Golden
Eagles win their third-straight
conference championship as a
team.
Even bigger than Price’s State
Championship victory was the
championship he won in the
National High School Coaches
Association Sophomore
Nationals. Price went 6-0 in

Surry Central’s Jeremiah Price is the recipient of
the 2021 Best of Preps Wrestling Athlete of the
Year award.

Jeremiah Price stands atop the podium after winning the 2021 Class 2A 145-pound State Championship.

Jeremiah Price went 20-0 in 2021 to win his second state wrestling title.

the tournament to win the
145-pound title against some of

the best wrestlers in the country.
The 145-pound bracket was

SURRY CENTRAL

considered one of the deepest
in the entire tournament.

Price Power equiPment

Built. tested. Perfected.
2116 N Bridge St, Elkin, NC 28621

(336) 835 - 1600

Mon-Fri: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat: 8:00 a.m. - Noon • Sun: Closed

Congratulations Jeremiah!

70049569
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We are so proud of the young man
you’ve become. The Lord surely blessed
us with you, and always remember that
if you follow in His path, you will
continue to prosper. We can’t wait to
continue watching you grow.
We love you

West Stuart Dental Arts Center, PC Congratulates
Jackson Nester

on his two 2021 VHSL State Championships and swimming in the USA Olympic Trials.
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Work Hard. Be Kind. Give Thanks

Dr. S. Alexander Wood

1192 W. Stuart Drive | Hillsville, VA 24343
(276)728-2164

70050984

Sponsored by: WEST STUART DENTAL ARTS

WHY HE WON:

Men’s Swimming Athlete of the Year
JACKSON NESTER

Not since May 21, 1988 has
a Carroll County athlete had a
day like Jackson Nester had
this past February.
Representing the Cavaliers
in the Class 3 Swimming
Championships at the
Christiansburg Aquatic Center,
Nester brought home state
championships in the 200
individual medley and the 500
freestyle in dominating fashion.
He also competed in the boys’
200 medley and 200 relay
races.
Not since the legendary
Rebecca Russell won three of
her eight state championships
in the 1988 Group AA Track

& Field Championships has
a Carroll County athlete
accomplished so much in one
day.
“I knew coming into it that
he was going to do awesome,”
Carroll County head coach Joi
Ogle said. “You could tell he
was very focused this morning.
His mindset, it was there. So I
was very pleased and I was not
surprised at all.”
Having already competed
in the boys’ 200 medley relay
race at 1 p.m. sharp, Nester
was back in the pool roughly
15 minutes later competing
in the 200 Individual Medley
(a race in which swimmers

Carroll County’s Jackson Nester competes in the Class 3 State
Championships earlier this year.

CARROLL COUNTY

Less than 40 minutes later,
Nester was back in the water
to defend his 2020 state
championship in the 500-yard
freestyle. It wasn’t even close.
The Carroll County senior
dominated from the very start
before blowing away his nextclosest competitor by nearly
nine seconds. Though his
time of 4:31.00 was actually
behind his state-winning mark
of 4:30.11 in 2020, this one is
even more impressive when
you factor in the circumstances
around each meet.
Nester also participated in
the U.S. Olympic Trials this
summer.

Representing Carroll County in the Class 3 Swimming
Championships at the Christiansburg Aquatic Center, Nester
brought home state championships in the 200 individual medley
and the 500 freestyle in dominating fashion this winter. He also
competed in the boys’ 200 medley and 200 relay races.
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Jackson Nester with Carroll County coach Joi Ogle after Nester
won two state titles this winter.

compete in all four strokes
– butterfly, backstroke,
breaststroke, freestyle – in one
race). Despite being seeded
third in the race, Nester shaved
nearly six seconds off his
regional time, and had already
built a four-second lead
halfway into the event. By the
time it was over, Nester’s state
championship time of 1:49.75
was just seven-hundredths of
a second off the Class 3 state
record of 1:49.68 set by Hidden
Valley’s Keith Myburgh in 2018.
Runner-up Matthew Heilman
of Western Albemarle finished
nearly five seconds behind
Nester (1:54.45).

Sponsored by: RID-A-BUG EXTERMINATING COMPANY

WHY HE WON:

Men’s Basketball Athlete of the Year
PEYTON COMPTON
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Named the 2021 WPAC Player of the Year
his junior year, Peyton Compton of Forbush
High High School averaged 25 points and
five assists per game. His 25 points per
game led the conference and was fifth
overall in the state’s 2A division. Compton
helped lead his team to the NCHSAA
playoffs and finish 9-4 overall.

Forbush student Peyton Compton is named Best of Preps winner
for Men’s Basketball.

Peyton Compton was named the Western Piedmont Athletic
Conference Player of the Year for the 2020-2021 basketball season.

FORBUSH

Peyton Compton takes the ball down the court for Forbush.

Congratulations to our Area Allstars!
Work Hard-Play Hard!

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1973

www.ridabuginc.com

1-800-682-5901
70049561
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TERMITES
•
PEST CONTROL
•
WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

Sponsored by: MT. AIRY EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC.

WHY HE WON:

Football Athlete of the Year
TY MONTGOMERY
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Following a game against
Forbush, North Surry football
coach Patrick Taylor said he
couldn’t be prouder of the effort
given by his team. To illustrate
this point, Taylor highlighted
senior Ty Montgomery uniform
that was covered head-to-toe
in mud. “If you want to know
what it’s like to be a North Surry
Greyhound, you look at his
jersey,” Taylor said, stressing
that Montgomery was willing to
do whatever it took for his team.
Exemplifying the team’s 2021
theme of “unity over self,”
Montgomery did whatever it
took for the Greyhounds to
win. The senior only missed
nine total snaps in North
Surry’s seven games this

season. A defensive specialist
by trade, Montgomery was
named Western Piedmont 2A
Conference Defensive Player
of the Year. His 14.9 tackles per
game were the fourth-most in
N.C.’s 2A division, eighth in the
state among all classifications
and tied for 83rd in the nation.
Montgomery was fifth in 2A
and 12th among all state
classifications with 104 total
tackles, making him one of two
players in all of N.C. to have at
least 103 tackles in only seven
games. He also recorded 20
tackles for a loss – tied for third
North Surry’s Ty Montgomery blocks an extra point attempt against Atkins.
in 2A and tied for 16th in all state
Montgomery also played
offensive line, then switched
classifications – three sacks, two
offense and special teams. He
jersey numbers so he could play
QB hurries, one forced fumble
spent part of the season on the
tight end when needed.
and four fumble recoveries.

Ty Montgomery sacks the Atkins quarterback in a 2021 game against the Camels.

Ty Montgomery had no problem throwing himself all over the football field to make a stop, as illustrated
by his muddy uniform against Forbush.

NORTH SURRY

DM1024 Disc Mower

(336) 786-6240

www.mtairyequipmentco.com
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1431 West Pine Street, Mt. Airy, NC 27030

Sponsored by: PLAZA DEL SOL

WHY HE WON:

Men’s Soccer Athlete of the Year
ELKIN LOPEZ
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Mount Airy came into the
2020-21 soccer season having
lost 10 players from the previous
season to graduation. The
previous season was also the
best statistical campaign in
school history, in which Mount
Airy finished 23-2 overall while

Mount Airy’s Elkin Lopez is the recipient of the
2021 Best of Preps Men’s Soccer Athlete of the
Year award.

outscoring opponents 151-6. One
of the only returning starters
from that 2019 team, Elkin Lopez,
helped the Bears experience
similar success in the 2021
season. Lopez, a sophomore, led
Mount Airy to a 9-1-3 record as
the team secured the Northwest

1A Conference Championship.
He scored or assisted on more
than 60% of Mount Airy’s goals,
finishing with 22 goals and four
assists in 13 games. Mount Airy
went 8-0-1 in conference play and
was undefeated at home before
falling to the eventual West

Elkin Lopez soars for a header in a playoff match against North Moore.

MOUNT AIRY

Regional Runner-up, Community
School of Davidson, in the Sweet
16. Lopez was named NW1A
Conference Offensive Player
of the Year while also receiving
All-Region and All-State Honors
from the N.C. Soccer Coaches
Association.

Mount Airy’s Elkin Lopez was named Northwest
1A Offensive Player of the Year and received AllState Honors.

Elkin Lopez, center, with Mount Airy head coach Will Hurley, left, and assistant coach Holden Hurley, right.

PLAZA deL SOL
Mount Airy
1905 Woodland Dr
Mt Airy, NC 27030

Wilkesboro
1917 US-421
Wilkesboro, NC 28697

Jefferson
777 E Main St
Jefferson, NC 28640

Boone
187 New Market Centre
Boone, NC 28607
Lenoir
528 Blowing Rock Boulevard
Lenoir, NC 28645
70049560
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-Mexican Cuisine-

Sponsored by: PRUITTHEALTH - ELKIN

WHY HE WON:

Men’s Tennis Athlete of the Year
PATRICK SOOS

Patrick Soos was named the
MVAC Player of the Year for
Men’s tennis in 2021. He first
place in the MVAC singles
championship and had a 20-1
regular season record (12-1
singles, 8-0 doubles). Soos
placed second in the 2021
Western Regional Individual
tournament to qualify for the
State Championship. He won
his first-round match at the State
Championship before losing in
the state semifinals.
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Elkin Men’s tennis players Patrick Soos, Owen Jennings, Thomas McComb, Jack Zamudio and Coach Brent Poplin receive the trophy on behalf of the entire
Elkin Men’s tennis team for placing second place overall in the NCHSAA 1A Western Regional Finals.

Elkin High School student Patrick Soos is named
Best of Preps winner for Men’s Tennis.

Elkin senior and MVAC Player of the Year, Patrick Soos, accepts the
trophy for placing second overall in singles play in the NCHSAA 1A
Western Regional tournament this past weekend.

ELKIN

Elkin High School senior Patrick Soos placed second in the 1A Western Regional
Tournament last weekend in Elkin.

Thank you for voTing us
BesT assisTed Living faciLiTy in 2021
readers’ choice awards!
Voted Best Assisted
Living Facility in the
Yadkin Valley in The
Tribune’s 2021
Readers’ Choice
Awards!

Come See our New
State of the Art
Facility right in
your home town…

Now Featuring: 36 New Private Rooms,
Aquatic Therapy Pool, Coffee Shop, Library
and Internet Café plus so much more
70049562

*24 hour Nursing Services

Additional
Services Available:

*Dietetic Programming &
Nourishment Care
*Wound Care Management
*Recreational Activity
program
*Pain Management
*Hospice Services
*Central Lines
*Chaplain/Counseling
*Oxygen, Physical & Occupational Services
*Religious Services
Therapy
*Laundry Services
*Speech Therapy
*Beauty Salon/Barber Shop
*Pharmacy & Volunteer
*Aquatic Therapy
Services
*Outpatient Therapy
*I.V. Therapy

560 Johnson Ridge Rd., elkin

*If you need our services, please call and check for bed availability*

336-835-7802

www.PRuitthealth.com
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A Skilled Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center…
but so much more….

Our Services Include:

Sponsored by: RID-A-BUG EXTERMINATING COMPANY

WHY HE WON:

Baseball Athlete of the Year
FOLGER BOAZ
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Folger Boaz carried on East
Surry’s tradition of excellence
by helping the Cardinals win
17-straight games, capture
the Northwest 1A Conference
Championship and finish
as 1A State Runner-up. The
sophomore left-handed pitcher
was named NW1A Conference

Player of the Year for the
2021 season and led the
team with a 6-0 record on the
mound. Boaz, who’s verbally
committed to play baseball at
UNC-Chapel Hill, had a 1.75
earned run average and threw
69 strikeouts in 40 innings. He
tied for third in the 1A division

East Surry’s Folger Boaz is the recipient of the 2021
Best of Preps Baseball Athlete of the Year award.

in wins, sixth in ERA (min. 40
innings pitched) and sixth in
strikeouts. His six wins tied
for 11th in the state among all
divisions. At the plate, Boaz
had a .406 batting average
and .519 on-base percentage.
The sophomore hit four
doubles, four home runs and

Folger Boaz was named Northwest 1A Conference Player of the Year in 2021.

EAST SURRY

26 RBIs while scoring 23 runs.
He was fifth in both 1A and the
state overall in RBIs, fifth in
1A and tied for 19th overall in
home runs, and12th in 1A and
23rd overall in runs scored.
Boaz verbally committed to
play baseball at UNC-Chapel
Hill.

East Surry’s Folger Boaz pitches in the 2021 1A State
Championship game.

Sponsored by: MT. AIRY EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC.

Men’s Outdoor Track Athlete of the Year

WHY HE WON:

WILLIAM MAYFIELD

William Mayfield wrapped
up a stellar athletic career
at Mount Airy High School
with his senior track and field
season. Mayfield was named
Northwest 1A Conference
Male Athlete of the Year by
winning four gold medals at
the conference championship
meet. He blew away the

competition in the following
events: the 100-meter dash,
200-meter dash, 400-meter
run and long jump. Mayfield’s
success carried over to the
1A Midwest Regional Meet
where he finished on the
podium in all four events in
which he competed. He won
the long jump, took second in

William Mayfield competes at the 2021 Outdoor Track and Field
State Championship meet.

MOUNT AIRY

and 400 meters and sixth in
the long jump.
Mayfield will go down as an
all-time great at Mount Airy. His
personal records for these four
events all rank in the top-5 in
Mount Airy history: he’s second
in the 100 meters, third in the
long jump, fourth in the 200
and 400 meters.

William Mayfield was named Northwest 1A Conference Male Athlete of the Year after
winning four gold medals at the Conference Championship.
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Mount Airy’s William Mayfield is the recipient of the
2021 Best of Preps Men’s Outdoor Track Athlete of
the Year award.

the 400 meters, and finished
third in both the 100 and 200
meters. Mayfield was the only
Surry County athlete in the
1A Championship to compete
in four events at the state
championship. He went on to
finish in the top six of all four
events, taking fourth in the 100
meters, fifth in both the 200

Sponsored by: WEST RIDGE INSURANCE

WHY HE WON:

Men’s Golf Athlete of the Year
BRADLEY DAVIS
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East Surry junior
Bradley Davis helped the
Cardinals golf team win the
Northwest 1A Conference
Championship, Midwest
Regional Championship and
State Runner-up trophies in
2021. In the 18-hole NW1A
Championship at Pilot Knob
Park County Club, East Surry
won the conference title by 14

strokes as Davis finished fourth
overall. One week later, Davis
was the Cardinals’ top golfer
and eighth of 37 competitors at
the regional championship. East
Surry tied for first overall at The
River Golf Club at Lake Royale
in Louisburg. Davis and the
Cardinals went on to tie for first
at the 1A State Championship
held at Foxfire Resort and Golf

East Surry’s Bradley Davis is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Preps
Men’s Golf Athlete of the Year award.

Club in Jackson Springs. East
went on to take second after a
one-hole playoff. Davis finished
one-over par to lead the Cards
and finish tied for third out of
48 competitors. Outside of East
Surry, Davis won the American
Junior Golf Association Preview
Series Event at the Anderson
Creek Golf Club in Spring Lake.
He won the event with a score

Bradley Davis watches his drive at Pilot Knob Park Country Club.

EAST SURRY

of three-over par, which was
three strokes better than the
second-place finisher. The event
featured 54 golfers from 18
states: North Carolina, Virginia,
South Carolina, Maryland,
Georgia, Massachusetts, Florida,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Wisconsin, Maine, Colorado,
Illinois, Idaho, Texas, Kentucky
and California.

Congratulations
to East Surry’s
Bradley Davis
the 2021 Men’s
Golf Athlete
of the Year”

Friends Helping

Neighbors

Locally owned and operated, West Ridge Insurance Agency is the team you can trust
with all of your insurance needs.

Agent

Agent

106-C South Depot Street • Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
www.westridgeinsurance.com

(336) 368-3347
70051771
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Sandra Matthews and Justin Caudle are confident they can help you get insured in any of these areas:
• Auto/Home Insurance
• Motorcycle/Moped
• General Liability
Don’t wait until it’s too late.
• Life Insurance
Let the team at West Ridge
• Commercial Insurance
Insurance Agency get your life
• Boat Insurance
covered, today.
Justin
Sandra
• Health Insurance
Caudle
Matthews

H E LP I N G YO U R E TU R N TO A

LESS PAIN, MORE LIVING.

S AME DAY/NEXT DAY APPOINTMENT S AVAILABLE
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THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

www.tcosm.com
70049563

2021

Best Of

PR EP S
STUDENT ATHLETE AWARDS

We celebrate
and honor the
accomplishments
of the
2020-2021
high school
student athletes!

2021

Best Of

PREP S
SECTION B

The Mount Airy News

The Yadkin Ripple

Honored to Serve Our Community

SLATE
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FUNERAL HOME
Congratulations to West Stokes High School Best of Preps 2021 Winners!
Men's Lacrosse - Gabriel Barker
Women's Golf - Kirstyn Page
Women's Basketball - Emma Santoro
132 East Dalton Road • King, NC 27021 • Phone: (336) 983-5176
70050405

Sponsored by: SLATE FUNERAL HOME

Men’s Lacrosse Athlete of the Year

WHY HE WON:

GABRIEL BARKER

Over 15 schools recruited
West Stokes’ Gabriel Barker
after he attended the Southern
Virginia Showcase in 2020.
He came out of the showcase
ranked No. 1 in the Phenom’s
Division 2021/2022 players that
were ranked based on post-

event comments from college
coaches and impressions that
they had left on at least one
member of the coaching staff
during the showcase. Barker
scored six goals, tallied four
assists and racked up 10 total
points finishing second overall

in each category.
The athlete plays with the
Triad Blackhawks during the
summers. Playing for the
Blackhawks is where really fell
in love with the sport.
He has scored 80 career goals
for West Stokes and tallied 37

this past season. He has 27
career assists, totaling 137points
in 37 career games.
Barker will play lacrosse at
Catawba College in the fall and
major in criminal justice in hopes
of becoming a North Carolina
State Highway Patrol Trooper.

Robert Money | The Stokes News

West Stokes Gabriel Barker is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Prep
Lacrosse Award winner.

WEST STOKES

Michael Mullins | For The Stokes News

Gabriel Barker holds on to the ball against Atkins.
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Michael Mullins | For The Stokes News

Gabriel Barker played lacrosse for four years being named
All-Conference and was invited to play in the Triad East/West
All-Star game. Barker will play lacrosse at Catawba College
this season.

Sponsored by: PRUITTHEALTH - ELKIN

Volleyball Athlete of the Year

WHY SHE WON:

JADEN TUTTLE
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West Stokes’ Jaden Tuttle
helped the Wildcats finish the
2020-21 regular season with
an unblemished 13-0 record
in the WPAC and 14-1 overall
with its only loss coming in
the second round of the state
playoffs. She helped her team
reach the top spot in the state

volleyball polls in week three
before dropping and staying
No. 2 throughout the season.
Tuttle is a four-time member
of the All-County team and was
named the Western Piedmont
Athletic 2A Conference Player
of the Year in 2020-21. She
is the school’s all-time assist

leader at West with 2,034
assists and collected 466
assists this season with 111
digs, and 40 aces.
She earned Northwest 1A
All-Conference Honorable
Mention her freshman and
sophomore seasons and after
a move to the WPAC, she was

Michael Mullins | For The Stokes News

selected All-Conference and to
the All-Tournament team.
Tuttle also holds the record at
West Stokes for single match
assists with 87 and the season
record with 839.
She will attend Campbell
University in the fall and play
volleyball.

Jaden Tuttle earned her 2,000th career assist this season and
West Stokes’ Jaden Tuttle is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Prep was named WPAC Player of the Year. Tuttle will play volleyball at
Michael Mullins | For The Stokes News
Campbell University this fall.
Volleyball Award.
Jaden Tuttle digs out a ball near the sideline.
Robert Money | The Stokes News

WEST STOKES

Sponsored by: SURRY YADKIN ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

WHY SHE WON:

Women’s Tennis Athlete of the Year
TARA MARTIN

Including both singles and
doubles, East Surry’s Tara
Martin only lost one match in
2021. The sophomore, who
was named Northwest 1A
Conference Player of the Year,
has yet to lose a singles match
in high school. She went 10-0
in singles this year and only
gave up 14 games all season.

Martin’s opponents failed to
win a single game in five of
her singles wins, and only
one opponent won more than
three games in a single set.
Martin competed in No.
1 doubles in all 10 regular
season matches. Five
of Martin’s doubles wins
were shutouts, and only

two opponents won more
than five games in a single
match. Martin and fellow
sophomore Evelyn Ruedisueli
went 6-0 as a team in the
regular season, then won the
NW1A Conference Doubles
Championship by winning
three more matches and
the West Regional Doubles

Championship by winning four
more. The duo won its first
two matches at the 1A State
Championship Tournament to
advance to the Finals match.
Martin and Ruedisueli lost the
State Championship Match
to finish second in the state,
giving Martin a 19-1 doubles
record as a sophomore.

EAST SURRY
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East Surry’s Tara Martin is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Preps
Tara Martin, right, and teammate Evelyn Ruedisueli finished as 1A State Runners-Up in the State Championship Doubles Tournament.
Women’s Tennis Athlete of the Year.

Sponsored by: SURRY YADKIN ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

WHY SHE WON:

Women’s Cross Country Athlete of the Year
BIANCA GONZALEZ

Bianca Gonzalez of Forbush
High School was named WPAC
Female Runner of the Year,
All Conference and won the
WPAC Championship with a
5000-meter time of 21:28.81.
Gonzalez placed second in the
Western Regionals. She placed
14th in the NCHSAA State
Championship with a time of
20:34.95, which was the highest
of any local female runner.
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Bianca Gonzalez, Nate Warden, Darlene Valverde, and Lorena Mendoza were named All-Conference for the 2020 season.

Forbush High School student Bianca Gonzalez is
named Best of Preps winner for Women’s Cross
Country.

Bianca Gonzalez placed second at the NCHSAA 2A Regionals.

FORBUSH

Robert Money | The Stokes News

Kirstin Page looks to get a new club for her next shot during the 1A/2A Central Regional.

East Surry’s Tara Martin slams a backhand at the net.

Surry-Yadkin Electric Membership Corporation is proud to support its local school
systems through programs such as career days, field trips and summer camps.
Every year Surry-Yadkin EMC is a proud sponsor of the Bright Ideas grants and
awards $6,250 to area teachers who submit innovative ideas.

Do you have an idea for an innovative learning project?

Apply for a Bright Ideas grant. Applications due by September 15, 2021.
Early Bird applications due by August 16, 2021.
NCBrightIdeas.com

70049708
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Funding creative classroom projects across North Carolina for 25 years.

Sponsored by: SLATE FUNERAL HOME

WHY SHE WON:

Women’s Golf Athlete of the Year
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KIRSTYN PAGE

West Stokes’ Kirstyn Page
picked up her second Western
Piedmont Athletic 2A Conference
Golfer of the Year award in 2021,
while helping her team to back-toback conference championships.
During the 2021 1A/2A Central
Regional, Page led the 45 golfers
in attendance through the first six
holes of the tournament shooting
a two under par after eagling on
the 10thgreen. She struggled on

the remaining nine holes dropping
the MVP to ninth place with an 84
on the day.
The next week the sophomore
competed in her second 1A/2A
North Carolina High School
Athletic Association State
Championship Golf Tournament
on the course at Pinehurst No. 8.
She finished tied for sixth in the
state tournament with an 80, eight
over par.

West Stokes’ Kirstyn Page is the recipient of the
2021 Best of Prep Women’s Golf Athlete of the
Year.

Kirstyn Page lines up her shot at the 1A/2A
Central Regional.

Robert Money | The Stokes News

Robert Money | The Stokes News

Kirstin Page is a two-time WPAC Golfer of the Year and has qualified for the state championships each
year.

WEST STOKES

Honored to serve King and Surrounding Areas
Since 1925

SLATE
FUNERAL HOME
• Funeral, Cremations and Green Burial Options
• Easy Transfer of Pre-Planned or Pre-Paid Funeral
Arrangements from any other Funeral Home.

132 East Dalton Road • King, NC 27021
(336) 983-5176
www.slatefh.com

70050406
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• Options for all Budgets and Service Types
• Special Honors for Veterans and First Responders
• Voted Best of Stokes

Sponsored by: SLATE FUNERAL HOME

Women’s Basketball Athlete of the Year

WHY SHE WON:

EMMA SANTORO
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West Stokes’ Emma Santoro
was instrumental in helping
her team reach the final four of
the NCHSAA Class 2-A State
Playoffs this past season after
finishing 14-1 overall and 10-0 in
the Western Piedmont Athletic
2A Conference. She averaged
16.4 points, 9.7 rebounds, 2.6
assists, and 2.1 steals per game
through the season.
During her junior season,
Santoro helped the Wildcats
to a 23-5 record, the best in
the history of the school, and

a second place finish in a very
tough WPAC game before
losing to conference champion
Forbush. They used that
momentum and won its first
home playoff game since the
2013-14 season and advanced
to the second round where the
team lost to Shelby.
The inside/outside post
player averaged 18.6 points, 10.1
rebounds, and 4.3 assists during
her junior year and earned her
1,000th point in the first round
of the conference tournament

against Carver. She is one of only
five players (Ashley Bowman,
Mollie Fowler, Jessica Brown,
and Hannah Spainhour) to score
1,000 points in her career.
She helped the Wildcats
win 63 games over the past
four years and was tagged as
a three-time All-Conference
player, honorable mention, and
four-time All-County. Santoro
was voted the N.C. Basketball
Coaches’ Association District 11
Player of the Year after making
the first team for a second

Michael Mullins | For The Stokes News

consecutive season. She was
also voted to the All-Northwest
first team during her junior and
senior years after finishing as an
honorable mention during her
sophomore season.
The student/athlete was a
Junior Marshall and a member of
the National Honors Society and
the Interact Club.
Santoro will attend Emory &
Henry College this fall and play
basketball and major in biology
in hopes of becoming a doctor
one day.

Emma Santoro is one of five Wildcats to score 1,000 points in her
Michael Mullins | For The Stokes News
West Stokes’ Emma Santoro is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Prep career. She was voted District 11 Player of the Year and will attend
Emory & Henry College this fall.
Emma Santoro goes by an Atkins player to score two points.
Women’s Basketball Athlete of the Year.
Robert Money | The Stokes News

WEST STOKES

OFFERING THE HEALING TREE BURIAL VAULT

THE HEALING TREE URN VAULT

Choose a meaningful graveside service with a Trigard Aegean® Healing Tree® burial vault by
the Imperial Vault company of King, NC.
The Healing Tree ceremony provides closure and new memories that are forever etched into a family’s hearts.
It is a unique funeral service that you can only get with Trigard.
The Healing Tree is designed for the white marble vault cover. The tree design has twenty
dove-shaped Memory Rings® scattered throughout the top of the vault.
Poem cards come with a ring and are available in Spanish.

132 East Dalton Road • King, NC 27021
(336) 983-5176
www.slatefh.com

70050407
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SLATE
FUNERAL HOME

Sponsored by: PRUITTHEALTH - ELKIN

WHY SHE WON:

Women’s Outdoor Track Athlete of the Year
MAKAYLA ROGERS
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When it comes to some of
the most accomplished indoor/
outdoor track athletes in our
area, North Stokes’ Makayla
Rogers has to come to mind. She
is a back-to-back Northwest 1A
Indoor Track Conference Runner
of the Year and the Northwest
2019 and 2021 Outdoor Track
Runner of the Year.
She helped the Vikings to
another Northwest 1A Conference
Championship this year and
earned her second consecutive
conference athlete of the year

award by placing first in the
100- and 300-meter hurdles and
second in the long jump and
triple jump in the league meet.
Rogers didn’t have her best
jumps or times during the
1A West Regionals, but the
senior qualified for the state
championship in four different
events. She finished third in
the 100 meter hurdles by less
than a second and fourth in the
300 meter hurdles. Less than a
second separated first and fourth
place. Rogers finished third in the

triple jump (33-02) and fourth in
the long jump (16-01).
During the state championship
meet, she had two third place
finishes in the 100 and 300 meter
hurdles and broke her personal
best record of 49.36 in the 300
and was 0.02 seconds off of her
PR time in the 100 with a finish of
16.75.
Rogers also qualified in two
other events, the long jump and
triple jump. She finished eighth in
the triple jump with a distance of
31-10 and ninth in the long jump

with a hop of 15-06. Her PR in the
triple was 35-1 and in the long
jump it was 16-5.5.
The student-athlete has been
an individual regional champion
in the 100 meter hurdles and has
been voted all-county multiple
times in the indoor and outdoor
seasons. She was voted the 2019
“Best of Prep” award winner for
outdoor track.
Rogers is a member of the
Beta Club and National Honor
Society and will attend Mars Hill
University in the fall to run track.

Charles Leftwich | The Stokes News

Robert Money | The Stokes News

Robert Money | The Stokes News Makayla Rogers earned back-to-back Northwest 1A Athlete of the Year and
North Stokes’ Makayla Rogers is the recipient of
the 2021 Best of Prep Women’s Outdoor Track Makayla Rogers won the individual conference championship in the 100 and qualified for four events at the state championships this year. Rogers will
300 hurdles.
attend Mars Hill University this fall.
Athlete of the Year.

NORTH STOKES

Thank you for voTing us
BesT assisTed Living faciLiTy in 2021
readers’ choice awards!
Voted Best Assisted
Living Facility in the
Yadkin Valley in The
Tribune’s 2021
Readers’ Choice
Awards!

Come See our New
State of the Art
Facility right in
your home town…

Now Featuring: 36 New Private Rooms,
Aquatic Therapy Pool, Coffee Shop, Library
and Internet Café plus so much more
70049562

*24 hour Nursing Services

Additional
Services Available:

*Dietetic Programming &
Nourishment Care
*Wound Care Management
*Recreational Activity
program
*Pain Management
*Hospice Services
*Central Lines
*Chaplain/Counseling
*Oxygen, Physical & Occupational Services
*Religious Services
Therapy
*Laundry Services
*Speech Therapy
*Beauty Salon/Barber Shop
*Pharmacy & Volunteer
*Aquatic Therapy
Services
*Outpatient Therapy
*I.V. Therapy

560 Johnson Ridge Rd., elkin

*If you need our services, please call and check for bed availability*

336-835-7802

www.PRuitthealth.com
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A Skilled Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center…
but so much more….

Our Services Include:
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Sponsored by: STOKES COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WHY SHE WON:

Community Service Award Female
MADEY BRIGGS

North Stokes’ Madey Briggs is
very active in her community all
while playing multiple sports for
the Vikings and playing travel
ball for the Greensboro Lady
Gators.
She was a two-year varsity
starter on the Vikings
basketball team, played soccer
for four years, and ran cross

country and track. She earned
All-County and All-Conference
in each sport.
Briggs volunteered with
Lifebrite Hospital, making
mask holders for hospital staff,
volunteered with the animal
clinic in Madison, helped fill
blessing boxes throughout
the county, volunteered in

Athlete Award for basketball,
soccer, and cross country.
She participated in the Perry
Initiative Program and Wake
Forest of Medicine and is also
a member of the Beta Club and
National Honor Society.
Briggs will attend Guilford
College in the fall and play
basketball.

Madey Briggs runs a relay during the conference track meet.

NORTH STOKES
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Robert Money | The Stokes News

North Stokes’ Madey Briggs is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Prep Community Service Female Award.

the Christmas parade every
year, babysat, and helped
her grandmother pack buddy
packs.
She was a Junior Marshall
and was on the A honor
roll at North. Briggs scored
the highest average in her
Food 1 and 2 classes and
earned the NCHSAA Student-

Sponsored by: NORTHERN REGIONAL HOSPITAL

WHY SHE WON:

Women’s Swimming Athlete of the Year
KARA BRYANT

B16 | 2021 BEST OF PREPS

North Surry’s Kara Bryant
followed up a successful
freshman campaign by being
named Western Piedmont 2A
Athletic Conference Female
Swimmer of the Year as a
sophomore. Bryant was one
of two Lady Greyhounds
to win three gold medals

and one silver at the WPAC
Championship Meet in January.
She took first individually in
the 200-yard freestyle and
100-yard butterfly, and won
the 400-yard freestyle relay
with teammates Cassidy
Hull, Maddie Creed and Kalei
Mauldin. Bryant helped the

North Surry’s Kara Bryant is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Preps
Women’s Swimming Athlete of the Year award.

200-yard freestyle relay team
of herself, Hull, Madison Easter
and Gwendolyn Bode win a
silver medal at the conference
championship. Bryant was
one of two North Surry girls
to qualify for the 1A /2A State
Championship Swim Meet,
finishing third in the 100-yard

North Surry sophomore Kara Bryant poses with her silver medal at
the 2021 Central Regional Championship.

NORTH SURRY

butterfly and fourth in the 200yard freestyle at Regionals.
She went on to finish fifth
overall in the 100-yard butterfly
by setting a new personal
record of 59.30 seconds,
and finished 12th in the 200yard freestyle with a time of
2:06.06.

Kara Bryant won three gold medals and one silver medal at the
Western Piedmont 2A Conference Championship.
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70049001

Sponsored by: TRI-COUNTY ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE (HUGH CHATHAM)

Women’s Soccer Athlete of the Year

WHY SHE WON:

EVAN O’LEARY
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South Stokes’ Evan O’Leary
helped the Sauras set new
standards as a soccer program
during her time at the school.
She helped the school to
back-to-back Northwest 1A
Conference Championships
and she added her second
Northwest 1A Player of the Year
award this past season.

She helped the Sauras to
three NCHSAA State Playoff
appearances losing twice in
overtime after both teams
advanced to the fourth round
of the playoffs. O’Leary helped
the Sauras to a No. 1 ranking
in 2020 before the COVID19
pandemic forced schools to
close.

O’Leary scored her 100th
career goal against rival East
Surry and 37 during the season,
her most in one year. She
finished with 107 career goals in
58 games played with 83 assists
and 297 points, including a
season best of 98 this past year.
O’Leary was selected as the
“Best of Prep” women’s soccer

award winner in 2020 and is
a three-time All-County, AllConference, and All-Region
player that earned All-State in
2019 and 2021.
She is a member of the Beta
Club and the National Honor
Society and will attend LenoirRhyne University in the fall to
play soccer.

Charles Leftwich | For The Stokes News

Robert Money | The Stokes News

South Stokes’ Evan O’Leary is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Prep
Women’s Soccer Athlete of the Year.

Evan O’Leary scored her 100th goal this season and led the
Sauras to two-conference championships. O’Leary is a two-time
Northwest 1A Player of the Year and will attend Lenoir-Rhyne
University in the fall.

SOUTH STOKES

Robert Money | The Stokes News

Evan O’Leary controls the ball during a conference game against
East Surry.

Sponsored by: NORTHERN REGIONAL HOSPITAL

WHY SHE WON:

Softball Athlete of the Year
KAYLEE HOBGOOD

West Stokes’ junior Kaylee
Hobgood helped the Wildcats
win the school’s first softball
conference championship
since 2010. The team won the
Western Piedmont Athletic
2A Conference with an
unblemished 12-0 record.

The leadoff hitter batted .561
this past spring and holds a
.473 career batting average.
She scored 23 runs in 14
games and had an on-base
percentage of .627. She swiped
22 stolen bases during the
season and with a full slate of

Robert Money | The Stokes News

national banner school. She
was voted WPAC Player of the
Year in 2021, All-Conference,
All-County, All-District Five
team, and to the 2A All-State
team, which was selected by
the North Carolina Softball
Coaches Association.

Robert Money | The Stokes News

West Stokes’ Kaylee Hobgood is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Prep Kaylee Hobgood was named WPAC Player of the Year and helped Kaylee Hobgood rounds second in a conference game against
Softball Athlete of the Year.
the Wildcats to its’ first conference championship since 2010.
Forbush.

WEST STOKES
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Robert Money | The Stokes News

games in 2022 she has the
potential of moving into second
place all-time in career stolen
bases.
Hobgood plays travel ball
softball for Carolina Cardinals
Chandler and is a member of
Club Unify at West Stokes, a

Sponsored by: CHICK-FIL-A OF MOUNT AIRY

WHY HE WON:

Cheerleading Athlete of the Year
DARIUS WALKER
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Darius Walker helped lead
Mount Airy High School through
its strangest cheerleading
season ever in 2020-21. Not
even knowing if they would be
able to cheer at basketball and
football games, Walker kept
spirits high on the team.”When all
this started and we didn’t know if
we were gonna be able to cheer
at all, I got together with the

other captains Morgan [Clifton]
and Kayden [Jenkins] and said
that we had to keep pushing
through no matter what,” Walker
said. “Even though we weren’t
sure what they were going to
tell us about our season, we
knew we had to keep a positive
attitude.”
The Granite Bear cheerleaders
faced a long list of restrictions

this year as the only school
in Surry County to have
cheerleaders for basketball. The
squad was forced to wear masks,
weren’t allowed to do stunts
during basketball, had to stay
socially distant and were limited
by how many fans could attend
certain games. Walker made the
best of the situation and was a
leader for all fans as well as his

Mount Airy’s Darius Walker is the recipient of the 2021 Best of Darius Walker cheers on the Mount Airy boys basketball team during the Frank
Preps Cheerleading Athlete of the Year award.
Spencer Holiday Classic.

MOUNT AIRY

teammates.
In addition to his four years
cheering at Mount Airy High
School, Walker also served as
MAHS Student Body President
and North Carolina HOSA-Future
Health Professionals State
Executive Council Secretary and
Piedmont-Triad Representative.
He will continue his cheerleading
career at Campbell University.

Darius Walker tosses former teammate Emma Dowell
into a full up during Dowell’s college signing in 2020.

Courtesy Photos | For The Stokes News

Bianca Gonzalez was named the Women’s Runner of the Year.
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Darius, we are so proud of you and all of your accomplishments.
We wish you all the best as you pursue your dreams!!
Thanks for being a part of our team at Chick-fil-A!!

70049527

Nate Hundley was the first chair trumpet in the Wildcats’ Wind Ensemble. Hundley
is planning to attend the University of North Carolina at Greensboro for Music
Performance.

Sponsored by: T-C SPORTS & REHAB

WHY HE WON:

Marksman/Markswoman/Shooting Team
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REECE HAGWOOD

Reece Hagwood placed first
individually in the senior division

for shotgun with the tie breaker
and finished first in the senior

division for individual overall.
Hagwood also made it to the

Elkin High School student Reece Hagwood is
named Best of Preps winner for Marksmanship.

The Elkin Senior Buckin Wapiti Team includes, front row from left, Caleb Hemric, Connor Ball, Reece Hagwood, Jaclyn Simmons, and Mattie Wells. Back row
includes Jaden Rasnick, Blain Adams, Marshall Wells, and Noah Stuart.

ELKIN

state championship.

cOngrAtuLAtiOnS AtHLeteS
• JOHn OrtA vOted beSt pHYSicAL tHerApiSt And beSt bOSS
• JORDAN STAMPER VOTED BEST PERSONAL TRAINER
• t-c SpOrtS & reHAb vOted beSt pLAce tO wOrk And beSt
GyM/FITNESS CENTER
in 2021 AwArdS!

ET
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RI B U N
E

READERS’

reAdY tO get bAck
tO wHAt YOu LOve?

CHOICE

Winner
2021

Let Our AwArd winning StAff HeLp YOu!

Voted Best
Personal Trainer;
Jordan Stamper

With over 35 years of professional experience, we
treat many injuries and problems that occur to, or
in conjunction with, muscles, ligaments, tendons,
nerves, joints, & other bony or soft tissues.
2015 N Bridge St, Elkin, NC 28621 | 336 258 8252 | www.tcsportsandrehab.com

70051773
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Voted Best
Physical Therapist; &
Best Boss
John Orta
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